The pathogenetic role of HLA-B27 in chronic arthritis.
Population and peptide specificity analyses and studies in transgenic rodents support a role of HLA-B27 as an antigen-presenting molecule in spondyloarthropathy. The interplay between HLA-B27 and arthritogenic bacteria on infected cells suggests that HLA-B27 might also influence disease by other mechanisms. Recent genetic advances promise the identification of additional susceptibility genes.